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Thank you to all who attended! We had around forty people show up For Pie, Cookies and Coffee. The 

Bingo games were a big hit. An anonymous donor sweetened the blackout game with a $10.00  
donation and gift card. Was a lot of fun to meet so many new people and see old 
friends. Hope you will all come back again for St. Patrick’s Day Party, 11:00 am to 1:00 pm.  

 

 

NEXT CELEBRATION AT THE MARC. ST. PATTY’S DAY! 

A little history first…. From Time Magazine. 

M odern St. Patrick’s Day celebrations, at least in the United States, are likely be to 

characterized by commercial lucky charms and green beer—all of which has very little to do 

with the historical figure of the saint. As it turns out, it took centuries for the holiday to 

accrue the elements that now seem crucial to its celebrations.  

The March 17 celebration started in 1631 when the Church established a Feast Day honoring 

St. Patrick. He had been Patron Saint of Ireland who had died around the fifth century —a 
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Valentines Party was a Succes! 

https://www.nycstpatricksparade.org/
http://www.stpatricksdayneworleans.com/
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/dca/supp_info/parade7.html
https://backupadvanced2.blogspot.com/2015/03/17th-march-is-saint-patricks-day.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


whopping 12 centuries before the modern version of the holiday was first observed. But very 

little is known about who he actually was, according to Marion Casey, a clinical assistant 

professor of Irish Studies at New York University (and a regular marcher in the St. Patrick’s 

Day Parade in Manhattan). “We know that he was a Roman citizen, because Britain was 
Roman then, and then he was enslaved and taken to Ireland, where he either escaped 
or was released,” Casey says. “And then he became a priest and went back to Ireland, 
where he had a lot of luck converting the Druid culture into Christians.” Modern-day 
celebrations and themes continued to take shape during the rest of the 1700s. In 1762, 
the first New York City parade took place. It wasn’t until 1798, the year of the Irish 
Rebellion, that the color green became officially associated with the day, Casey says. Up until 

the rebellion, the color associated with St. Patrick was blue, as it was featured both in the 

royal court and on ancient Irish flags. But as the British wore red, the Irish chose to wear 

green, and they sang the song “The Wearing of the Green” during the rebellion, cementing 

the color’s relevance in Irish history. Legend says St. Patrick was actually born Maewyn 

Succat, but that he changed his name to Patricius (or Patrick), which derives from the Latin 

term for “father figure,” after he became a priest. And that supposed luck of his is the root of 

all the themed merchandise for modern St. Patrick’s Day.  

Member’s meeting news: At the last Member’s meeting a vote to keep the 
MARC open from the hours of 9:00am to 5:00pm Monday through Friday, was 
approved! Next Members will be held on March 1st 1pm to 3pm. Please attend and 
let your voice be heard.  

Looking for writers, not a writer, just bring your creative ideas. All are 
welcome to join, to contribute, socialize and to be a part of your Newsletter! 
If you are interested, come to the MARC March 6, 2:00 pm until 4:00 pm for 
a planning meeting. There is so much would could do with the Newsletter. 
Attaching is a copy of the “The Sound of Minds” Newsletter found from 
December 1996.  Amazing what we can do when we work together.  

Blast From the Past! 
 

http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,1972553_1972551_1972451,00.html


 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 
































